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Presentation of the Panel:

Criminal procedure in cases involving minors has a special legal regime, based on the
principle of protecting the best interests of the child and the need for their re-education, not
punishment. The Romanian legislator has established a series of distinct procedural rules,
designed to ensure treatment appropriate to the age, development and needs of the minor in
conflict with the criminal law.

Thus, criminal prosecution and trial of cases involving minors are carried out by
specialized judicial bodies, and the participation of psychologists, social workers and parents
or legal representatives is, as a rule, mandatory. The procedure emphasizes confidentiality and
protection of the minor's image, which is why court hearings are usually held in private, and
the minor's identification data cannot be made public.

Regarding preventive measures, the Code of Criminal Procedure provides for their
application to minors with particular caution, taking into account the age, degree of maturity
and personal circumstances of the perpetrator. The basic principle is that deprivation of liberty
should be a measure of last resort and should be for the shortest possible duration.

In all situations, the judicial authorities must expressly justify the need for the
preventive measure and give priority to non-custodial measures. The courts must also
constantly pursue the social reintegration of the minor and avoid any form of stigmatization or
discriminatory treatment.

The procedure in cases involving minors and the regime of preventive measures
reflect a balance between the need to protect society and that of the minor, emphasizing
education, supervision and correction, not repression.
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